
CROCUS CORMS ROTARY CLUB BRIEFING



Introduction

It’s time to dust off your spade and dig out your gardening gloves, because as part of Rotary 
International in Great Britain and Ireland’s Purple4Polio campaign, we have established 
an exciting partnership with the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS).

The partnership will allow Rotary clubs to join forces with RHS community-based Bloom Groups and 
work in tandem to bring people together, transform public spaces and brighten up the local area by 
planting 5 million crocus tommasinianus, or purple crocuses. This community ethos is a value shared 
by both Rotary and the RHS, whose Greening Grey Britain campaign is helping to add a splash of colour 
and vibrancy to areas up and down the country.

The purple crocus is a symbol of Rotary’s worldwide campaign to eradicate polio, with its colour 
representing the purple dye used to mark the finger of a child who has been immunised. Eradicating 
polio worldwide remains the top priority of The Rotary Foundation as it celebrates its centenary year, 
and the plantings you undertake will act as a legacy of Rotary’s commitment to ridding the world of 
the disease. 

The partnership with the RHS allows all aspects of your club to get involved, including committees such 
as Community, Vocational, Youth and of course, Foundation. We cannot wait to see clubs and districts 
making the most of this opportunity by engaging with not only Bloom Groups, but also other parts of 
Rotary, such as Rotaract, Interact and RotaKids, as well as reaching out to your communities to involve 
groups such as schools, Scout and Guides groups, residential homes and more.

By taking part in mass planting activities, clubs have the chance to not only raise the profile of Rotary 
and our End Polio Now campaign, but also the chance to grow your membership by building and 
strengthening relationships with the RHS flowering groups and the community as a whole.

This document is designed to give you and your club the information required to get started with this 
exciting campaign. To help you out further, we have provided a range of materials and resources for 
clubs and districts, including flyer, polio factsheets, letterhead and presentation templates and a polio 
image library. More materials, including press release templates to help you engage with local media 
will be made available in due course, so please keep an eye on the Purple4Polio section and members’ 
area of the Rotary website.

The official launch to the public of the Purple4Polio campaign and Rotary partnership with the RHS 
will take place this summer, with planting taking place throughout November 2016. In the meantime, 
there is plenty of time to get creative. To mark the centenary of The Rotary Foundation, why not 
get 100 people involved in your planting? Or maybe even plant 100 Rotary Roundel displays across  
your town or city? Community and creativity will also be key when it comes to the Purple4Polio  
planting and flowering photo competition, details of which will follow in due course. Thinking caps and 
green fingers at the ready!
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Contact with  
Bloom Groups

An announcement of the partnership with Rotary will be communicated by the RHS to its Bloom Groups 
in both May and June in the form of a briefing sheet similar to this and has been announced in their 
April Grass Roots magazine. The RHS will also be publishing a full feature about the partnership in the 
July edition of Grass Roots, which is also sent out to other floral groups who can also get involved.

Bloom Groups are being encouraged to partner with a local Rotary club, and within each Rotary district, 
one Rotarian representative has been identified as a Liaison to act as the first point of contact between 
the two parties. Bloom Groups will have the details of these personnel, and a list is also available 
through the members’ area of the Rotary website, so you can quickly see who the Liaison in your area 
is.

That Floral Group Liaison will be responsible for putting the enquiring Bloom Group in touch with 
the appropriate Rotary club(s) in that area. The Rotary club must then forge the relationship with the 
Bloom Group and work together to bring these exciting planting activities to fruition. 

Please note that the potential partnership with Bloom Groups does not impact on any existing plans 
your club may have to organise a planting activity. Bloom Groups and Rotary clubs may do their own 
orders and planting, but we would love for the two parties to work together to make the event even 
more special! If you are interested in taking part as a club, it would certainly be helpful to inform your 
district’s Floral Group Liaison.

The Cost of Corms
Crocus corms are available in packs of 5,000 and cost £85. No smaller quantities are available, but 
clubs and districts are free to order as many packs as they wish. All profits from crocus orders will be 
allocated to the End Polio Now campaign.

Although boxes cannot be used for resale, it is possible to get creative in maximising the value of the 
corms. Why not approach businesses or other local organisations such as pharmacies who may wish to 
sponsor a quantity of corms, part or even all of your planting area? This can help not only engage with 
the community, but raise even more additional funds and awareness for the End Polio Now campaign  
and Rotary.
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https://www.rhs.org.uk/communities/pdf/aff-socs/gc-newsletter/Grass-Roots-Spring-2016
http://www.rotarygbi.org/media/members/2016/05/List-of-Key-Contacts-in-Districts.pdf
http://www.rotarygbi.org/media/members/2016/05/List-of-Key-Contacts-in-Districts.pdf


Ordering & delivery

In addition to the Floral Group Liaison previously described, each district will have a Rotarian responsible 
for all orders, delivery and dissemination arrangements. In some districts, these two roles will be 
undertaken by the same person. Again, a list of these contacts can be found in the members’ area of 
the website, or by clicking here.

In order to deal with demand, orders must be staggered in three phases,  
with the following three ordering deadlines:

• 31st May 2016
• 30th June 2016
• 21st July 2016

Please note that the first two deadlines are for Rotary clubs and Bloom Groups working either in 
partnership or in isolation. The deadline of 21st July is for any orders from Bloom Groups following the 
July publication of the Grass Roots magazine.

Clubs must complete an order form which can be found on the Rotary website, or by clicking here. This 
order form must be sent to the Rotarian responsible for orders, as mentioned above.

Boxes of 5,000 corms weigh approximately 20 kilograms, so please take care when lifting and transporting 
boxes. For advice on safe lifting, visit the following link: bit.ly/SafeLifting

Deliveries will be made to one point in each Rotary district, which will then need to be collected by Rotary 
clubs and RHS groups within that district. If large orders are made, it may be possible for arrangements 
to be made for delivery to go to more than one point. Contact would need to be made with the Rotarian 
responsible for orders in your respective district, to see what can be arranged to make those big orders 
as smooth as possible. 
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http://www.rotarygbi.org/media/members/2016/05/Purple4Polio-Crocus-order-form-May-2016.docx
http://www.rotarygbi.org/media/members/2016/05/Purple4Polio-Crocus-order-form-May-2016.docx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LaFoZR3gd44
http://www.rotarygbi.org/media/members/2016/05/List-of-Key-Contacts-in-Districts.pdf


Planting & f lowering

A separate Planting Guide has been produced to give full instructions for clubs and districts, covering 
everything from finding your planting site, to dealing with the crocuses once they have flowered. The 
Planting Guide can be found on the Rotary website, or by clicking here.

In anticipation of both your planting and flowering, Rotary will be making signage designs available, so 
clubs can have their own display printed to show the community the difference your club is making not 
just to brighten up the local area, but also the difference you are making to the world. 

During both the planting and flowering stages, it is important to snap some high quality photographs, 
ideally of your activity taking place. These will be useful for obtaining media coverage, including on the 
Rotary website, where we will be building a photo library of your planting success stories, sharing with 
the people and organisations who helped in your planting and the Purple4Polio photo competitions.

Photos will be available for use by both Rotary and the RHS to share the success stories from this 
partnership. Appropriate picture credits will be used.
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http://www.rotarygbi.org/media/2016/05/Purple4Polio-Crocus-Planting-Guide.pdf
http://www.rotarygbi.org/media/2016/05/Purple4Polio-Crocus-Planting-Guide.pdf


Much like Rotary is divided into districts, the RHS’s Bloom Groups are split into regions and nations. Of 
course these do not perfectly match the districts within Rotary in these Isles. It will be the role of each 
district’s two nominated Rotarians to deal with orders and to partner Rotary clubs with Bloom Groups 
in instances where RHS regions overlap with multiple Rotary districts.

Rotary Map 2015/16 correct  
until 30th June 2016

Rotary Map 2016/17 correct  
from 1st July 2016
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Rotary district maps



RHS Regions and Nations
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RHS regional map




