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VERY IMPORTANT – INSTRUCTIONS: Please read this press release template. Ensure you remove all red text INCLUDING THE CLUB NAME UNDER THE ROTARY WHEEL AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE, replace with correct information or remove completely. Change the remaining text to normal black text. Please delete this paragraph before sending the press release out
To:
[Your town name] media
From:
Rotary in [your town name], [your name], [your phone number], [your email]
Date:
[date that you send this press release to the media]
Subject:
Rotary purple crocuses - 23rd February 2018 [or other date]
..........................................................................................................................................................

It’s coming up smelling of crocuses in [town name]. 

[Crocus planting location] in [town name] will be a vision of purple as crocuses start to bloom this Spring. [In the last few years / Last year, local Rotary members joined with gardeners, school students, members of the public and [specific groups such as elderly, businesses etc] have planted [number] of crocus corms in support of End Polio Now, Rotary’s polio eradication programme.

The warmer weather is starting to wake the crocuses from their winter snooze, encouraging them to transform the [green/brown] [patch/area/garden] in [location name/names] into a sea of vibrant purple.

[Person name and job title e.g. club name president or other] said: “We are very grateful to everyone who braved the very chilly weather last year to plant the crocuses. [I particularly remember the Brownies/other group having a great time]. I would also like to say thanks to the [council/landowner name/garden name] for letting us take over this area.

“The purpose was two-fold: to share the story of Rotary’s promise to eradicate polio and to transform [an area/areas] [which had seen better days into a place of tranquillity] for all to enjoy. [It is/They are] worth visiting, just to see the [difference it has made/differences made]. Purple is a symbolic colour as it is the dye used to mark a child’s little finger when they have received the immunisation.
“Rotary has helped immunise millions of children overseas against polio since 1985 and now there are just three endemic countries instead of 125 countries. Thanks to Rotary, and the support of our partners WHO, CDC, Unicef and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, those children are creating lives full of possibilities instead of living lives filled with pain caused by deformed limbs and other polio symptoms.”

[Another supporter, celeb/mayor/other person] said the impact the public can make cannot be underestimated: “When the public donates to Rotary, they are asking and trusting us to save lives and that is what we do each and every day. The money helps with so many critical aspects necessary to ensure those life-saving vaccines reach children everywhere and includes the vaccines themselves, studying the movement of the disease and finding ways to combat it. We value that gift of trust very highly.”

Mobile migrant populations and displacement caused by wars and conflict particularly can allow polio to move from country to country. Mass immunisation drives are the most effective way to tackle this threat which is why they continue in around 60 countries classed as polio-free as well as the 3 countries where polio is still endemic. Rotary members from the UK regularly travel to India to support fellow members and health workers with administering the vaccine in mass immunisation days, often reaching remote villages and communities, to make sure every child is protected. 

Members of the public can get in touch with the Rotary club of [name] [or turn up on the day at the event/events below to see how their crocuses have grown]. 

[Date and time]  
[Location of garden and meeting point e.g. main gate, a statue etc] 
[Name of organising club and contact details].

[see this website ……… for a list of locations in our town].

Rotary believes in education and local schools are invited to contact [person name] at the Rotary Club of [club name] for educational materials or someone to come in and chat to classes about polio by emailing/calling. 

For more information and to arrange an interview, please speak to the person named at the top of this press release.

There is more to Rotary than first meets the eye and it is not all about polio. Rotary in [town name] also [short details of activities of interest to the public e.g Rotakids, Young chef, local project] and is always looking for new members. It works with others Rotary members across the area to make positive social changes. 

Interested in discovering more? Call [person name] at Rotary [name] on [email/phone] or visit the website [web link here WITHOUT www. Please ensure your website is up to date and easy to view]

ENDS

Information for editors:

Rotary International in Great Britain & Ireland (www.rotarygbi.org) is a volunteer networking organisation where members use their skills and their time to improve the lives of others while having great fun in the process. There are nearly 1,800 Rotary clubs here in Great Britain and Ireland with 50,000 members who work with the thousands of other Rotary clubs across the globe. Rotary is open to anyone aged 18 and upwards. All that is required is a positive attitude and a sense of adventure. 

Rotary International was founded in 1905 in Chicago and is now the world’s largest international service organisation with 1.3 million people as members. There are 33,000 clubs in 200 countries and geographical areas.

Rotary members pay all of their own expenses when helping with immunisation days overseas and any other activities. 

Rotarygbi.org
