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VERY IMPORTANT – INSTRUCTIONS: Please read this press release template. Ensure you remove all red text INCLUDING THE CLUB NAME UNDER THE ROTARY WHEEL AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE, replace with correct information or remove completely. Change the remaining text to normal black text. Please delete this paragraph before sending the press release out.

To:
[Your town name] media
From:
Rotary in [your town name], [your name], [your phone number], [your email]
Date:
[date that you send this press release to the media]
Subject:
Rotary Purple Pinkie Day - 23rd February 2018 [or other date]
..........................................................................................................................................................

Paint [your town name] purple with Rotary!

[Town name] Rotary is inviting the public to see behind-the-scenes of this incredible humanitarian organisation with a [day/week] of activities in [location e.g school, supermarket etc] on [date].  
Amongst the events is Purple Pinkie Day when Rotary’s polio eradication success story will be revealed. Visitors will learn how Rotary has saved millions of children overseas from this crippling and, at times, fatal disease and given them a bright future where they can run, play and learn. The public can take part in [details of relevant activity e.g. create a large picture using purple fingerprints, purple nails, pots of purple crocus, purple crocus buttonholes, hold your own purple dress down day, dress purple, purple wigs, purple hair, purple cake sale, ….]. They will also meet [celebrity, polio survivor, members of Rotary]. 
Rotary’s pledge for a polio free world was made in 1985 when there were 125 polio endemic countries and hundreds of new cases every single day. Thanks to Rotary, and the support of our partners WHO, Unicef, CDC and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, there are now just three countries still classed as endemic: Pakistan, Nigeria and Afghanistan. To finish the job over 2 billion doses of oral polio vaccine have to be administered each year in over 60 countries.
When a child is vaccinated, their little finger is painted purple, hence the name Purple Pinkie Day. With literally millions of children attending immunisation days, it is the only way to keep track of who has received their life saving medication.

We are very lucky that in this country the NHS provides vaccinations and polio has not been found on these shores for decades. There are overseas communities who are not so lucky and unless we finish the job polio can and will come back. Rotary firmly believes everyone is equally deserving of good healthcare.

[Local celebrity, well-known person who had polio, club member] [name] says:

“I am looking forward to meeting the public at the Rotary kiosk and thanking them for supporting us in [TOWN NAME]. I am hoping that more people will be inspired by what they see and hear and want to join us. It is the best investment of time I have ever made. I have done things I never thought I would do [cite personal experience here if you wish] and have become happier and more confident in myself. My world became bigger, all because I took a chance and joined a global organisation that was right on my doorstep. 
“I have been to India to support Rotary immunisation drives. It is incredible to see thousands of little children flocking to receive the vaccine. These children would potentially be severely disabled and left with no hope if it wasn’t for Rotary, our partners and the un-ending support of the public. The work is not over. We are still raising funds and immunising children across the world, even in the countries where polio has not been seen in years.”
Rotary has so much to offer including junior clubs, youth exchange trips and sponsored peace studies. Locally, clubs are also involved in [details of your activities which will appeal to the public. Do mention crocus planting events.] 
The activities on offer during Purple Pinkie Day [and the rest of the week] are as follows:

[Date and time]  
[Purple pinkie painting at the Rotary kiosk in [location] 
[Learn about Rotary’s incredible work overseas and locally]

[See / Learn / Hear about  ……..]
[See the locations where our purple4polio crocus corms will be blooming this Spring ]

[Talk to us to find out how you can get involved with our crocus corm planting in Autumn 2018]

[Learn about our event in ………. to …………..]

[Come to the venue and look for the Rotary kiosk and lots of people having purple4polio fun!]
[Date and time]  
[Meet your local Rotary at [location]
[Discover what your Rotary really does. [Town name] Rotary also does [activity name], [activity name] and [activity name]. 

For more information and to arrange an interview, please speak to the person named at the top of this press release.

Interested in your local club? Call [person name] at Rotary [name] on [email/phone] or visit the website [web link here WITHOUT www. Please ensure your website is up to date and easy to view]

ENDS

Information for editors:


Rotary International in Great Britain & Ireland, rotarygbi.org, is a volunteer networking organisation where members use their skills and their time to improve the lives of others while having great fun in the process. There are nearly 1,800 Rotary clubs here in Great Britain and Ireland with 50,000 members who work with the thousands of other Rotary clubs across the globe. Rotary is open to anyone aged 18 and upwards. All that is required is a positive attitude and a sense of adventure. 
Rotary International was founded in 1905 in Chicago and is now the world’s largest international service organisation with 1.3 million people as members. There are 33,000 clubs in 200 countries and geographical areas.

Rotary members pay all their own expenses when helping with immunisation days. 

