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Polio video resources 
 
Selection of videos to help increase knowledge and spread the word about the Rotary International (‘Rotary’) End Polio Now campaign and also the #Purple4Polio 
drive to have purple fun to raise awareness and funds here in Rotary in Great Britain and Ireland (‘RotaryGBI’). They are grouped by sources and the explanation 
includes running time and suggested suitable audience. Please email RotaryGBI Polio Champion Jannine Birtwistle, who has compiled this list, with suggestions for 
changes to this list 
 
Videos from Rotary in Great Britain and Ireland 
  

 

Colin Powell - Rotary member and #Purple4Polio Ambassador Colin Powell shares his polio story. Having contracted the disease 
as a child, Colin has become a passionate advocate for the eradication of polio, as well as raising awareness of post-polio 
syndrome, which affects many of the 120,000 polio survivors in the UK. 
4:12 minutes – suitable for Rotary audiences 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h0Bbuwk61og  

 

Julia Roberts – My Polio Story - Rotary #Purple4Polio Ambassador Julia Roberts shares her polio story as she joins Rotary in 
Great Britain and Ireland celebrating World Polio Day 2017. Also highlights Post Polio Syndrome 
“Truly hope this campaign is going to lead to the eradication of polio from the surface of the earth forever. Particularly important for 
me as a polio survivor because there is something called Post-polio syndrome” 
2:15 minutes – suitable for all audiences – heartfelt plea for money small and large to help End Polio Now 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k__rB-zTsPA  

 

Ade Adepitan – My Polio Story - Rotary #Purple4Polio Ambassador Ade Adepitan shares his polio story, from contracting the 
disease as a child in Nigeria, to becoming a Paralympic star and one of the most famous faces of the efforts to eradicate polio. 
2:20 minutes – suitable for all auidences 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o9LBxd15h2k  
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Konnie Huq – My Polio Story - Rotary #Purple4Polio Ambassador Konnie Huq shares her polio story as he joins Rotary in Great 
Britain and Ireland celebrating World Polio Day 2017. Konnie reflects on why her visit to India to take part in a National Immunisation 
Day has left a lasting impact. 
2:21 minutes – suitable for all audiences 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_pgl89Nc8Y  

 

Priti Patel - International Development Secretary Aug 17 when the UK announced the £100 million polio commitment – and 
praises Rotary’s global impact generally and particularly its leadership in campaign to end polio 
1:57 minutes – suitable for secondary school onwards 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGg4G37jIuI 

 

Rotary on the brink of polio history - For more than 30 years Rotary has led the campaign to rid the world of polio, protecting 2.5 
billion children from paralysis and death. Hear from Rotary #Purple4Polio Ambassadors Ade Adepitan and Konnie Huq 
1:40 minutes – suitable for all audiences 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b4gUkTSpHGE 

 

The annotated guide to ending polio – This video using engaging animation to tell the story of polio, including the progress we’ve 
made so far and the steps we’re taking to end polio now and forever. 
2:21 minutes – suitable for all audiences 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I5u64c0G6DM  

 

Michel Zaffran – Rotary Conference 2018 - Michel Zaffran, Director of Polio Eradication at the World Health Organization gives a 
brief history our fight to eliminate the disease and an update on how close the world is to ending polio forever. Speech delivered at 
the Rotary GBI Conference in Torquay (April 2018). 
24:59 minutes 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oWEkaKuClCg  
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Paul Harvey – Rotary Conference 2018 - Paul Harvey is a Rotary member and volunteer polio vaccinator, who has visited India to 
take part in a National Immunisation Day, where 175 million children are protected from polio in just a few days. Speech delivered at 
the Rotary GBI Conference in Torquay (April 2018). 
19:04 minutes 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOM0d5zW74w  

 
 
 
 
Videos from Rotary International 
  

 

The Agents of Polio Eradication – Virus Hunter, Strategist, Advocate, Immunizer – all working together to End Polio Now and 
Forever 
2:04 minutes – animation suitable for all school age young people – April 2016 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8pW_QWf26-8 

 

Bono – message of thanks to Rotary members – “Wherever I go doing my work the Rotarians have been there before me 
1:15 minutes – suitable for all audiences – Jun 14 and still relevant 
https://vimeo.com/98557600 

 

Drop to Zero – a video from 2017 with key world figures at that time, still highly relevant and indicates the global importance of 
finishing the job.  “Pledge to recommit or become recommitted to add momentum 
2:41 minutes – suitable for secondary school onwards – very useful for advocacy efforts 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hR1f-ejMcGU   

 

Funding – from Rotary in the first 5 months of 2017 and still relevant as it gives background to how Rotary’s funds are being 
used toward polio eradication efforts 
0:37 minutes – suitable for secondary school onwards 
https://vimeo.com/217236084 
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One Small Act – tells the story of a young girl growing up in Bosnia. The familiarity of everyday life is suddenly disrupted when the 
country breaks into war. The girl (with her teddy bear in tow) struggle through with the help of numerous characters: a nurse who 
administers her polio vaccination, an enemy soldier and a fellow refugee.  The final scenes depict the girl in her later life—an 
empowered doctor, administering a polio vaccination to another young girl 
4:33 minutes – suitable for secondary school age onwards – 2018 
https://vimeo.com/242204908 

 

Sticking to Zero – a more detailed look at the importance of surveillance in the fight for a polio free world 
4:20 minutes – suitable for secondary school age onwards – Jul 18 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jY4AaZq9sSY 

 

This Close - we are ‘This Close’ to ending polio – all we need is you. “If we don’t act now we may lose this chance forever.” 
1:00 minutes – suitable for all audiences 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9RthEZiijVo 

 

To Walk with Pride – focus on the work in Pakistan including the border with Afghanistan. At hundreds of sites in Pakistan, teams 
of health workers verify that every child passing through receives the polio vaccine. Another child, another family, another 
generation is protected, and Pakistan moves one step closer to having zero polio cases.  
6:38 minutes – suitable for secondary schools onwards and particularly motivating for Rotarians – May 2017 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oo3ay4nWDa4  

 

What Will We Be The Last to See - the story of eradicating polio and how the Millennial generation could be the last 
generation to see this disease. At 99% of the way there, we are *this close* to eradicating polio and wiping out this terrible 
disease for good. 
1:00 minutes – suitable for all audiences, particularly useful for secondary schools, colleges, universities and young people – 
published 2014 and still relevant  
https://vimeo.com/80940373  



 
 

Page	5	of	10		 	 	 	 	 	 updated	06/01/2019	
	

 

World Polio Day 2018 KING5’s Mark Wright focus with the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and help from Rotary 
4:41 minutes – suitable for secondary school onwards 
https://www.king5.com/video/news/king-5s-mark-wright-highlights-world-polio-day-with-the-bill-and-melinda-gates-foundation/281-
8292150  

 

World Polio Day 2018 - full copy of Rotary’s 6th Annual World Polio Day livestream 
44:11 – suitable for Rotary audiences and use clips for specific events with secondary school onwards 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=02VQFm0GTCo&  

 

World Polio Day 2018  recap – a look back at the 2018 event, locally and globally 
0:54 minutes – suitable for secondary schools onward & most suitable for Rotary audiences / events 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rbGEzBXBXu0  

 
 
Videos from the Global Polio Eradication Initiative including those from WHO and UNICEF 
 

 

The Polio Surveillance System - The search for the poliovirus is triggered when any child is found with acute flaccid paralysis. 
From the most remote communities to the laboratory, the World Health Organization makes sure that the components of the 
surveillance system work together so that if the poliovirus is circulating anywhere in the world it will be found – and stopped. 
2:04 minutes - Animation suitable for all audiences  - October 2017 
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/the-polio-surveillance-system-2/  

 

Polio Virus Strains including vaccine-derived polioviruses - To eradicate polio, we need to stop all strains of the virus, including 
vaccine-derived polioviruses. This short animation explains how these rare virus strains emerge and how to stop them 
1:59 minutes – Animation suitable for all audiences - January 2018 
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/vaccine-derived-polioviruses/ 
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Reaching Every Last Child – Some children live in places that are harder to reach with polio vaccines than others. In every 
vulnerable country, the World Health Organization & partners help make sure that every child receives polio vaccines; even those 
who are on the move, living in conflict zones or in remote communities. 
2:03 minutes – Animation for all audiences – October 2017 
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/reaching-every-last-child/    

 

Responding to a Polio Outbreak - Anytime a child is paralyzed by polio in any country, the World Health Organization and its 
partners move fast to stop the outbreak. 
1:45 minutes – Animation for all audiences – October 2017 
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/responding-to-a-polio-outbreak-2/  

 

Thanks Rotary - WHO Director-General and UNICEF Executive Director thank Rotary 
“Since 1985 Rotary has been the foundation on which the polio eradication programme is built.” 
“Thanks to your vision humanity is on the verge of one of the greatest public health achievements in history.” 
“Thanks to you we are truly this close to ending polio.” 
3:39 minutes – suitable for secondary school onwards - good overview of the polio campaign, inspiring and highlighting 
Rotary’s involvement – Jun 2017 and still relevant despite changes in position holders 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bUtprGjIYqo   

 

Two Polio Vaccines - Polio can’t be cured, but it can be prevented.  Two important tools to help to prevent polio - two safe, 
effective vaccines. Find out about the oral polio vaccine and the inactivated poliovirus vaccine and their roles in the polio 
eradication effort 
2:00 minutes – Animation suitable for all audiences – February 2018 
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/the-two-polio-vaccines/    
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Videos from other sources 
 

 

Belfast - What Shall We Give Back – Belfast’s Polio Outbreak.  In 1957, there was a serious outbreak of polio in Belfast.  60 
years on, these are the stories of those affected and asking people to sign up to One Last Push and to donate to Rotary 
3:01 minutes - suitable for all audiences  - December 2017 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9BwvNEpSRKc – by One Last Push 

 

Coventry Polio Outbreaks in Coventry – commemorating the 60th anniversary in 2017 – includes Pathé clips, excellent reminder 
of what Polio was like in the UK (and all over the world).  “A spoonful of sugar” 
2:52 minutes – suitable for all audiences 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SAgEsWqM-Tk – by One Last Push 

 

Hull – War on Polio – British Pathé - immunize the whole population in Hull in 1961 
2:19 minutes – suitable for all audiences 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W88DcouLijY – Pathé  

 

Purple4Polio Campaign – Ludworth TV – Ludworth school supporting #Purple4Polio following a request from the Rotary Club 
of Ludworth – great video the children put together themselves 
1:59 minutes – suitable for all audiences and particularly young people 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C0KRm8L7uas – by Ludworth TV  

 

World Polio Day 2017 – Wheelchair Basketball Match with MPs, British Wheelchair Basketball and Ade Adepitan went head  
to head in a wheelchair basketball match.  Encourage people to sign up to One Last Push and donate to Rotary International.  The 
game’s not over. 
2:06 minutes – suitable for all audiences 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKHHoK8bjjY - by One Last Push 
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Our World UNITED to END POLIO -  a selection of videos by Christine McNab for the UN Foundation – Polio stories about individuals around the globe who 
have committed their expertise, time and passion to the world-wide effort to eradicate polio   
  

 

Click on “An outbreak in the Netherlands’ at the top of the toolbar and hear about the laboratory systems used during the 
1992 polio outbreak  
2:57 minutes – suitable for secondary school onwards 
https://ourworldunited.shorthandstories.com/ProvingthePossible/index.html 

 

Click on “Celebrity Success in India” at the top of the toolbar and hear how the king of Indian cinema, Amitabh Bachchan, helped 
to end Polio.  Just Two Drops can save your life 
2:37 minutes – suitable for all ages 
https://ourworldunited.shorthandstories.com/ProvingthePossible/index.html  

 

Click on “Chad: Across the Sands” at the top of the toolbar and see the ways health workers in Chad are reaching nomadic 
and refugee children 
2:12 minutes – suitable for secondary school onwards 
https://ourworldunited.shorthandstories.com/endpolio/index.html  

 

Click on “Chad: Across the Waters” at the top of the toolbar and see the efforts to reach children on the hundreds of islands 
of Lake Chad 
2:22 minutes – suitable for secondary school onwards 
https://ourworldunited.shorthandstories.com/endpolio/index.html  

 

Click on “Community-based Vaccinators in Pakistan” at the top of the toolbar and hear about Naureen, a community based 
vaccinator who works in a high-risk area of Karachi to deliver life-saving polio drops 
1:57 minutes – suitable for secondary school onwards 
https://ourworldunited.shorthandstories.com/endpolio/index.html  
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Click on “Ending Polio in India” at the top of the toolbar to hear various stories about Martha Dodray who served hard to reach 
communities in the effort to end Polio in India 
2:41 minutes – suitable for secondary school onwards, English subtitling in parts 
https://ourworldunited.shorthandstories.com/NoStepTooSteep/index.html  

 

Click on “Empowering Countries” at the top of the toolbar to see and hear various stories about the science and scientists 
making the fight to end Polio possible  
3:47 minutes – suitable for secondary school onwards 
https://ourworldunited.shorthandstories.com/NoStepTooSteep/index.html 

 

Click on “How Europe Ended Polio” at the top of the toolbar to hear Dr George Oblapenko was responsible for motivating every 
country in Europe to eliminate polio by the year 2000.  Funding from Rotary International was key in helping making this 
possible 
3:29 minutes – suitable for secondary school onwards 
https://ourworldunited.shorthandstories.com/ProvingthePossible/index.html  

 

Click on “Lessons from a Poliovirus Spill” at the top of the border to hear from Dr Erwin Duizer about the impact of a 
poliovirus spill at a vaccine manufacturer in April 2017 
2:27 minutes – suitable for secondary school onwards 
https://ourworldunited.shorthandstories.com/endpolio/index.html 

 

Click on “Luis: the First Last Case” at the top of the toolbar – and watch the story of Dr Roger Zapata and his journey in to a 
dangerous area in Peru to give polio drops to many including Luis Fermin Tenorio Cortez 
4”35 minutes – suitable for secondary school onwards 
https://ourworldunited.shorthandstories.com/ProvingthePossible/index.html  

 

Click on “The Polio Vaccine Switch” at the top of the toolbar to see and hear various stories about the April 2016 switch from the 
oral vaccine that was for the three types of polio virus to the one that was for two types of virus (the switch from tOPV to bOPV) 
3:17 minutes – suitable for secondary school onwards 
https://ourworldunited.shorthandstories.com/NoStepTooSteep/index.html 
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Click on “Pakistan: Taking the Politics Out” at the top of the toolbar to see and hear various stories about Rotarian Aziz 
Memon, Rotary PolioPlus Chairman, Pakistan and his work to keep the politics out of Polio.   
“I have got just one agenda, that is to take care of the children and finish polio 
2:17 minutes – suitable for secondary school onwards.  Very relevant to Rotary audiences. 
https://ourworldunited.shorthandstories.com/NoStepTooSteep/index.html 

 


