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VERY IMPORTANT – INSTRUCTIONS: Please read this press release template. Ensure you edit or remove all red text INCLUDING THE CLUB/DISTRICT NAME UNDER THE ROTARY WHEEL AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE. Change the remaining text to normal black text. Please delete this paragraph before sending the press release out. If you wish to expand on the information already supplied please do so.
To:
[Your location name] media
From:
Rotary in [your location name], [your name], [your phone number], [your email]
Date:
[date that you send this press release to your media contacts]
Subject: Local Rotary club marks World Polio Day, 24th October 2020 
[HEADLINE]
[Rotary club name] will be one of thousands of Rotary clubs across the world taking action on World Polio Day to raise awareness, funds and support to end polio. This vaccine preventable disease still threatens children in parts of the world today. 
If polio is not eradicated, it is estimated that, within 10 years, as many as 200,000 children annually all over the world could succumb to polio, including here in [specify country].

Here in [specify location/town] will be [specify what, when, where e.g. having a watch party for the watching the online "Rotary's Gift to the World - our Polio story" event on YouTube Live,  bathing xxx in purple light from xxx to xxx, holding a multi-faith service, planting purple crocus corms with xxx etc.].  
Many polio related activities will be using the colour purple, which has become a symbolic colour in the fight against polio, inspired by the colour of the dye painted on the little finger of a child to signify they have received a potentially life-saving polio vaccine.

Globally, more than 2.5 billion children have been protected against the disease, which have reduced the number of cases by 99.9% from around 1,000 cases per day in 125 countries. Rotary has committed to raising US$50 million each year to support global polio eradication efforts and thanks to the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation every £1 / €1 we raise is matched 2-to-1 so is worth £3 / €3.
In August, Rotary and the world celebrated a significant milestone, as the World Health Organization certified the Africa region, which includes 47 countries, free from wild polio.

This leaves just Pakistan and Afghanistan as the two remaining polio endemic countries in the world. But despite this momentous progress, more challenging work lies ahead to eradicate the disease for good.

[Insert local spokesperson name and title] commented, “We’re proud to be 

marking World Polio Day locally and recognising the work of Rotary and our partners and the millions of people involved in so many ways in the fight for a polio free world. Only together can we end polio, a virus that is still potentially just a plane ride away. 
“We have seen how we need to work together when dealing with COVID-19 and we can all play our part. The members of [Rotary club name] remain committed to working with our communities and our partners  to eliminate this potentially deadly virus and make Rotary's dream of a polio free world a reality.”
Rotary has directly contributed more than US$2.1 billion to ending polio since 1985, including [local fundraising figures] contributed by the [club name].

Contact [insert contact information] to find out more about [insert name of event and date and time] and other activities you can get involved in to help end polio.
To get involved in Rotary and make a difference in your community and around the world, visit www.rotarygbi.org/join 

- ENDS -
Notes for Editors:
For more information and to arrange an interview, please speak to the person named at the top of this press release.
ABOUT ROTARY INTERNATIONAL IN GREAT BRITAIN & IRELAND:

Rotary International in Great Britain & Ireland is a membership and humanitarian service organisation. Through membership of their local Rotary club, members use their time and talents to make a difference in their own communities and around the world.

There are over 1,700 clubs in Great Britain and Ireland with 45,000 members. Rotary is open to anyone over the age of 18 who wants to give back to their community, meet new people and have fun. 

Website: www.rotarygbi.org
Facebook: Rotary International in Great Britain and Ireland
Twitter: @RotaryGBI
ABOUT [Rotary club name]
[This extract, known as a boilerplate, gives you the opportunity to provide additional information about your club for the media. A suggested format has been included below. Please remove this paragraph before saving.]

[Club name] has been serving the community of [town/city/area] for [X] years.

The club currently has [X] members and meets [enter meeting frequency, venue, days, times etc.]
The club has supported the End Polio Now campaign for [X] years, raising [£/€XXXX] and this is just one of the many volunteering activities the club is involved in every year. 

[Enter brief details of other club projects/activities/fundraisers.]

[Website: XXX]
[Facebook: XXX]
[Twitter: XXX]

