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August Newsletter  

Disasters continue to dominate the 

headlines; it seems that every day 

brings a new disaster. At the time of 

writing we have two disasters in 

Mexico, massive devastation caused 

by hurricanes in the Caribbean and 

the southern states of the USA, 

landslides in Sierra Leone, and 

flooding in SE Asia caused by 

excessive monsoon rains. And that is 

only the natural disasters. We also 

have massive man-made disasters in 

Yemen and Bangladesh.  

Yemen - where years of war have 

produced a situation where cholera 

and starvation are rife and where 

hundreds of thousands of children are 

at very serious risk. 

Bangladesh - where hundreds of 

thousands of men, women and 

children have fled from Myanmar and 

are trying to survive in awful 

conditions in a country which only 

very, very recently was 75% covered 

by water. 

Our approach to all of these tragedies 

is in the case of natural disasters – 

support the first responders. I know 

that we as an organisation tend to 

support the box suppliers, particularly 

those with strong Rotary roots. They 

are all stretched to the limit by all of 

these disasters coming so soon after 

each other. Water Survival Box is 

desperately short of supplies and 

need funds. ShelterBox are in a better 

positon but are getting very short of 

supplies. 

 

Whilst in Cornwall last week I visited 

ShelterBox and their very impressive 

visitor centre in Truro. If anyone is 

visiting Cornwall and can make it 

along to Truro then it is well worth a 

visit and Rotarians are made very 

welcome.  

 

So what are we trying to do as Rotary 

in GB&I to help in all of these 

situations. 

 

In Yemen - donate to the UNICEF 

appeal. 

 

Bangladesh etc. - support the box 

charities. 

 

Caribbean - support the box charities, 

but also donate to the RIBI Donations 

Trust appeal for monies to help with 

longer term reconstruction. This fund 

now has more than £66000 for this 

work. 

 

It has been suggested to me that in 

the UN administration, it declared 

independence in Feb 2008.  

view of the strong historic ties 

between the Northern Caribbean 

Countries and the UK then we 

might consider a District or a 

number of Districts working with 

specific Islands to try and partner 

in Global Grants using Rotary 

Foundation and Donations Trust 

monies. At least three districts are 

interested in this and I would be 

interested to hear from any other 

Districts interested in joining this 

approach. 

 

Project Success 

Ian Riseley (RI President) is 

concerned about a general lack of the 

ability to learn from the mistakes of 

previous projects. He has therefore 

selected a number of very 

experienced Rotarians around the 

world to spearhead a new approach. 

Mike Kingdon from UK is one of these 

and I attach a letter from him outlining 

this new approach. Expect to hear 

more from Mike in the coming 

months. 

Rotary’s ambitious 

programme to help 

the people of Gjakova 

in Kosovo 

 
Kosovo is a country of contrasts.  

It was under the Serbs whose 

oppressive regime came to an end in 

1999 by a combination of NATO 

bombing and actions of the Kosovo 

Liberation Army. After a period under 

KOSOVO – LAND LOCKED COUNTRY. 
POPULATION 1.8 MILLION 
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the UN administration, it declared 

independence in Feb 2008.  

It is recognised as a sovereign state 

by most countries but not by Russia, 

Serbia, Spain, Greece, Cyprus, 

Bulgaria, Romania, Slovakia and 

many Gulf countries.    

Of the population of 1.8 million, 96% 

are Muslims. It is one of the most pro-

American countries in the Balkans. 

The US flag is evident everywhere; 

there are streets named after Clinton 

and George W Bush. A statue of Bill 

Clinton is prominently placed in the 

capital city of Prishtina.  

It is landlocked, with a weak economy. 

Unemployment is around 35%, per 

capita GDP is 1730 Euros. It is not in 

the EU but its currency is the Euro.  

Rotary arrived in Kosovo in 2005 with 

the formation of the first club in Peja. 

Currently there are nine clubs and 

about 250 Rotarians offering their 

services in programs dealing with 

health, illiteracy, environment, water, 

ambassadorial and exchange 

students programs and poverty 

alleviation.  

Many of the health care facilities were 

damaged by the war and stripped of 

investment during the conflict. A 

combination of under-investment, skill 

shortage and political will has left the 

health facilities in the country 

fragmented. In such a fragmented 

health care system all patients suffer 

– perhaps cancer patients suffer most.  

Two years ago, a Rotarian from the 

Gjakova Rotary club saw the suffering 

of a family member with breast cancer 

and decided that Rotary could step in 

and establish a breast screening 

centre.  

He was able to mobilise international 

support for the project and at the 

same time galvanise internal support 

from the Ministry of Health and local 

Civic leaders. Sixteen Rotary clubs – 

mostly from the US supported the 

project and Rotarians from the RC of 

Edwards in Colarado took the lead. 

Funds from the clubs and districts 

formed the basis of a Global Grant of 

USD 130,000. Rotarians from 

Colarado travelled to Gjakova and 

worked alongside the Gjakova 

Rotarians to offer support and 

guidance. It is estimated that the total 

cost of the project was in the region of 

USD 300,000. 

The end result was a brand-new 

mammography clinic in town of 

Gjakova 

which was 

opened by 

the RI Vice 

President 

Jennifer 

Jones.  

The Rotary 

Foundation 

asked me to 

visit the 

Centre and 

prepare an 

evaluation report which provided me 

an opportunity to visit Gjakova, see 

the working of the Centre. I was 

accompanied by my wife Chris. We 

met Rotarians, Clinic staff, patients, 

Radiologists, the Deputy Mayor and 

the Director of Medical services. We 

also visited some of the historic and 

beautiful parts of the country and had 

the privilege of spending a day in 

Albania.  

The Rotary project is a success story, 

a good example of how local and 

international Rotarians working 

together can provide to the 

community a 

service which has 

the potential to 

save lives and 

become a model 

for similar 

services in other 

parts of the world.  

JOHN PHILIP (LEFT) WITH THE MAMMOGRAPHY UNIT 

JOHN AND CHRIS AT THE MAMMOGRAPHY CENTRE 
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We were also hugely impressed by 

the power of Rotary how it can 

influence those in Authority. Some of 

the Rotarians had personal 

experience of the war. Their 

memories were raw  – we heard some 

heart rendering stories, of hiding from 

the Serbs and fleeing in fear for safety. 

Some had relatives who were 

murdered and imprisoned.  

This emerging nation has many 

economic and political challenges but 

Rotary is playing a powerful role in 

changing lives at the grass roots. It is 

a powerful force for good.  

We felt proud and hugely privileged 

that we had the chance to share a few 

days with our fellow Rotarian in 

Gjakova, who deserve 

encouragement and support from the 

wider Rotary family, as they seek to 

serve their community – a community 

in dire need. 

We would like to support them, 

particularly in areas of youth 

service – by encouraging them to 

consider introducing some of the 

successful RIBI youth programmes, 

like youth competitions and may be 

even a Young Citizen of Kosovo 

award. We are also looking to clubs 

to twin with the Gjakova club and 

consider a friendship exchange. 

 

Dr John Philip 
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